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University of Minnesota, Morris
Campus Assembly Minutes
January 17, 1983
1'he meeting was called to order by Provost Imholte at 4:05 p.m.
I.

The following announcements were made by Provost Imholte:
A.

The Executive Committee, at its last meeting, decided to have a "professional"
secretary take minutes at all future Assembly meetings.

B.

Report on January regents' meetings. There seems to be a holding pattern in
the Legislature at this time. The Governor's budget message has been delayed
until mid-February.
Retrenchment. An additional 6.4 percent retrenchment has been imposed on the
University for the remainder of this year, and there may be an additional
1½ percent between now and June 30. There is a freeze on faculty hiring
from January 10 to June 30. This will not affect hirings for next fall. There
has been talk of closing institutions, but UMM has not been named, and there
very likely will be no closings. There perhaps could be some consolidation of
institutions at the two-year level. The University's position with the
Legislature is that it is the Legislature's responsibility to make budget cuts;
it is the University's responsibility to translate them into programmatic
reductions.

II.

III.
IV .

D.

Visit of legislators. There will be a whirlwind visit of some legislators to
UMM. They will be members, and perhaps chairs, of the Education Subcommittee
of Senate Finance and the Education Division of House Appropriations who have
not previously visited our campus. They will hold an open session while here
and Provost Imholte encouraged everyone to attend.

E.

Enrollment. The enrollment count for winter quarter is not yet official, but
it is in the 1520s area which is 6 percent less than winter quarter last year,
roughly the same percent of decline as in fall quarter. Our enrollment count
for next year is well ahead of this time last year.

The minutes of October 18, 19 82, were approved with the following friendly amendment
by Ahern. Under II, the last sentence of the first paragraph, substitute "The
faculty Consultative Committee" for "Ahern."
Leona Classen was elected to replace Craig Kissack on the Executive Committee for
the remainder of this academic year.
The following curricular proposals from the Curriculum Committee were presented to
the Assembly for action. Dean Blake explained some of the reasons for the large
agenda package for this meeting, the most important of which is the Bulletin deadline.
A.

Interdiscip linary Studies
1.

Freshman Seminars
Dean Blake spoke to the fact that the Curriculum Committee was not
unanimous in its approval of the Freshman Seminar proposal. Some
of their concerns were how successful the program had been thus far
and the commitment of resources to the program.
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Straw wondered whether or not faculty participation would continue
on a voluntary basis. Ahern said that it would.
Gremmels spoke against moving the Seminars to the regular curriculum:
(1) it should have been submitted to the Divisions first; (2) as a
fast start program, it doesn't reach the students who need it; (3) it
is inefficient as it is set up now, there is not a high percentage
of students who complete it; and (4) the question of overload is
serious. He would like to see the proposal redefined and brought
back to the Assembly, but under the present conditions, he urged the
Assembly to vote against it. Ahern commented that the proposal had
been sent to the Divisions for information and evaluation.
Hinds wondered how successful the program had been in the retention of
students at UMM. Ahern replied that in 1980-81, there was a 97 percent
retention of students involved in the program. Of those students involved
in 1981-82, 75 percent returned to UMM in 1982-83. Farrell wondered if
there had been any effort made to find out whether the Seminar program
had influenced their stay. Ahern felt that it did. Blake commented that
it is one of the things that is unique to UMM, and therefore, of value
to the campus.
Purdy questionned what was meant by the phrase "active learning" under
the Rationale for Change. Ahern said that it meant doing things to
encourage students to realize they play a role in their learning.
Henjum said it should be remembered that the program is optional.
Hodgell noted that she would be disappointed if the Seminars did not
continue as they are now, but she would oppose moving them from being
optional to being an obligation as it would be unfair to faculty. Ahern
pointed out that participation would still be voluntary. He also noted
that 96 percent of the faculty who had participated in the program would
offer to do so again.
At this point, Dean Blake reminded the Assembly that there were many
other items on the agenna.
Uehling commented on the fact that there were a lot of objections to a
similar program that was introduced several years ago. He emphasized
that the program was totally voluntary and said he could not see the
impact of all the fears about the program.
Hart stated that the program had two objectives he endorsed but that had
not yet been achieved. He said that participation had been disappointing
and a community spirit among the participants had not been achieved.
Olson made the point that it may be the only chance a freshman has to
experience a small class atmosphere. Underwood stressed the effectiveness
of the small group experience, and although he shared some of the concerns
expressed, he did not find them as distressing as other Assembly members.
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Gremmels acknowledged the value of the small class experience but
felt if faculty were to overload, it should be in other areas of the
curriculum instead of the Seminars. What happens when present resources
dry up? Once it is in the regular program, we are committed to it.
Heyl also commented on the value of the small class experience to a
freshman and felt it was a very worthwhile program. She expressed
concern that many of the faculty had not mentioned it to incoming
freshmen during the registration period.
Purdy was concerned that if it does go into the regular program, there
is no guaranty that it will continue. As it is now, it relies too much
on the energies of one person. Ahern replied that as a regular program,
it will have a regular committee which will provide a source for
administrative policy.
The question was called and the proposal passed with 58 in favor, 17
opposed, and 3 abstentions.
2.
3.
4.
5.
13.

Latin-American Area Studies proposal passed.
Liberal Arts for the Human Services proposal passed.
Library proposal passed.
Women's Studies proposal passed.

Division of the Social Sciences
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Anthropology proposal passed.
Business-Economics proposal passed.
Economics proposal passed.
History proposal passed.
Political Science proposal
Dean Blake addressed the split vote by the Curriculum Committee. There
was some concern on the math emphasis in the new public service/public
affairs track. The American Political Science Association does give
guidelines on what emphases can be given and because of the nature of
the track, the emphasis on math is not unusual. There was some concern
that the proposal was rAiterating the GER requirements. It was mentioned
that this relatively new area has to be pointed out and that it does not
overlap the GER requirements. Another concern expressed was over the
references to possible careers. Blake said that for the Bulletin to be
useful to those students who do not receive counseling help in regard
to courses, the Bulletin must give as much information as possible.
Farrell felt that careers should be addressed in a separate place in the
Bulletin. Lee stated that the Political Science faculty did not mean to
say that their major is the only way to go to law school, it is one way.
He stated that any discipline that wanted to could do the same thing.
Ahern agreed with Farrell. He was against putting a career track under
a major. A student response to the proposal was appreciation to the
Political Science faculty for the proposal and a feeling that it would
benefit students.

....... ....,..,
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Hart did not object to the addition of a track to the major but did
have negative reaction to the way it was presented. There is emphasis
on the quantitative skills but none on the humanities. Gieske said
they are not disputing the importance of the humanities, but there
are certain quantitative skills that are necessary and need to be
developed for particular government positions. Skjerven commended
the Political Science faculty on the proposal. Purdy felt that giving
that much space to one major placed more emphasis on it. Lee explained
that this was because of the uniqueness of the track, Gieske said -the
addition of this track would enable more Political Science students to
remain on this campus.
The meeting adjourned at 5:45 p.m. and will resume on Monday, January 24, at 4 p.m.
in the Science Auditorium.
Submitted by Pat Tanner

